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EDITORIAL. 
A STATE DEPARTMENT O F  

NATIONAL HEALTH. 
The Second Annual Conference of the 

British Hospitals Association, held last nreek 
i n  the Town Hall, Manchester, was an 
opportunity for hospital nianagers to give 
vent to  their ripe opinions on tlie National 
Insurance Bill and its effect on the voluntary 
hospitals. They discussed it at  length, and 
passed unanimously the folloming resolution: 

“That  this association of hozpital managers and 
admiiiistrators i:, convinced that tlie National 
Iusurance Bill, if passed in its present form, will 
herioosly prejudice voluntary hospitals all over thc 
c.xmtry, not ‘only financially, but in their relation 
10 the nicdical profes.sion, :rnd unites in calling on 
thc  Governmcnt ho to amerid the Bill that the 
continued rsi5tencc of vo1unt:iry hospit;rlz may be 
~ a f e g w r d e d  Iin:inci:rlly, and their elficiency 
riiratire inztitutiotls :ind school+ o f  mc~diciiie tuay 
hc ~nniti taitied.” 

One opinion espressed, that  if tlie Bill 
p s s e d  as stands, i t  means “ death ” to the 
voiuntarp hospitals, is quite true, but the Bill 
would be merely tlie coiij d e  grace ; i t  is tlie 
evolution of OLG- social conditions which 
will, in the future, make it impossible to 
conduct the care of the sick poor with tlie 
support of yoluntarp charity alone. It is 
significant that, although those present did 
not :rppenr to realise this fact, tlie remedies 
proposecl 11. the niemhers of the Eritis11 
Hospit;ils Xssociation all tend tonvards 
dissolution. 

Sir IVilliam Cobbett, Chairman of the 
Royal Infirmary, RiIanchester, suggested that 
voluntary hospitals should receive payiient 
in respect of each insured in-patient treated 
within its \valls ! This in effect would be 
t o  accept a State subsidy-a blow to the 
voluntarv svsteni, to be foIIomed inevitably 
hy State’supervision nnc! control. 

Mr. Howard Collins, House Governor of 
tlie General Hospital, Birmingham, espressed 
the opinion thnt hospital treatment sllould 

be a “ benefit ’’ under the Act. If so; the 
patient would soon claim, as a right for 
which he had paid, what is non7 offered as 
a gift. An inevitable step towards State 
control. 

NO one advocated a really bold policy in 
dealing n7ith tlie Bill. Legislation calculated 
to  undermine the principle, that the man- 
agement of voluntary hospitals for the sick 
poor should be uncontrolled, should be 
opposed by those who profess to  believe in 
it. The voluntary hospitals cannot accept 
State aid in any foriii, and remain, for long, 
hstitutions independent of State supervision 
and control. Hcispital managers must 
realise this, and, at the same time, let them 
grasp tlie fact that  the time has passed 
when the iiiass of the people who need care 
in sickness are content t o  leave this vast 
responsibility in the hands of irresponsible 
bodies of persons, however altruistic their 
iiitentions. Patients admitted to voluntary 
bospitrds are no longer of the pauper class- 
these are already in the care of tlie State. 
Hospitals cater for the acutely sick and 
suffering of the self-respecting poor, whose 
sickness, sad to sap, is an invaluable quid 
j r o  qzro t o  the community. These patients 
are the esperimental material in the evo- 
lution of medical science, and the claim has 
been S I O W I ~  advanced that the State should 
maintain the balance of power and be the 
u1tim:tte authority in all that  concerns the 
national health. Why not ? - 

Let us have a State Department for 
National Health, with a responsible Minister 
i n  charge, and let it be the duty of this 
departiiient to evolve order out of the 
present chaotic and extravagant conduct of 
relief in sickness. A broad constructive 
policy is a matter of urgent necessity in 
this connection. Let us hope public spirited 
managers of voluntary hospitals will take 
part in support of it. 
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